
WAKE UP, COLOR PUP Curriculum Guide Illustrations copyright © 2019 by Taia Morley. All rights reserved. This page may be photocopied for free distribution.

When a bright yellow bird flits 
near Pup’s window, she brings the 
spark of  adventure to his sleepy 
gray world. As Pup follows his 

new friend on a walk, each discovery ignites a new, colorful feeling, 
until Pup is saturated with them! But when a storm comes, Pup’s color is washed away as 
fear sweeps through him. Fortunately, the yellow bird helps him find joy again in the puddle 
of  mixed-up colors at their feet!

Young children will love Pup’s exuberant romp through a rainbow of colors!

The Common Core State Standards addressed by the discussion questions and activities in this guide 
are noted throughout. For more information on the Common Core, visit corestandards.org.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Look at the opening spread in the book. Where is Pup when the story begins?  
What time of  day do you think it is? CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7

Why does Pup go outside? CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

As Pup explores outside, he meets many animals. Which animals does Pup meet? 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Pup seems happy in the beginning of  the story. What happens in the story that 
changes Pup’s mood? CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Look at the spread where the only word on the page is “DARK.” How do you think 
Pup is feeling?  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7

What does Pup discover that makes him want to 
play again?  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Discuss which action words in the story show that 
Pup is happy and which words show that he is 
frightened or sad.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.5.D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.1.5.D

Look at the spread that shows Pup in a swirl of  
rainbow colors. What words would you add to  
these pages?  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3

Study the final spread, where the text reads  
“World awake!” What do you notice about the  
color of  many of  Pup’s animal friends? How  
have they changed from the first time they  
appeared in the story?  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7

The discussion questions and activities in this guide were created by Leigh Courtney, Ph.D. She teaches in the global 
education program at a public elementary school in San Diego, California. She holds both master’s and doctoral 
degrees in education, with an emphasis on curriculum and instruction.
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ACTIVITIES
WORDS IN MOTION 
Pup is very active as he explores outside. Work in small groups to  
select six action words that the author uses to describe how Pup moves  
in the story. Use these words to design a sequence of  creative movements. Practice your 
sequence until all in the group can move in unison. Teach your sequence to another group.  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.5.D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4

“HELLO, PUP!” 
A yellow bird is Pup’s companion as they explore outside. Neither character speaks in the story. 
If  Pup and the bird could talk to one another, what might they say to each another as they meet 
animals and the weather changes on their journey? Write a story about Pup and the yellow bird 
and their time together outside. Include what the characters would say and how they might feel. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.3

EXPLORING COLOR 
Pup’s color changes as he ventures outside. The colors begin to blend together as moves 
through the story. Explore how colors blend to make new colors. Create primary colored ice 
cubes with water and food coloring. Predict what will happen as you place one yellow and one 
blue ice cube in a plastic container on a table. Repeat your predictions for red and blue ice 
cubes and red and yellow ice cubes. Write the steps you took to explore color. Include your 
observations and results. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2

BUTTERFLY BUDDIES
Make colorful butterfly friends using watercolor paints and white round coffee filters. Paint on 
flattened coffee filters using a variety of  colors; experiment with blending primary colors to 

make secondary colors. Allow the filters 
to dry completely. Pinch the coffee filter 
in the middle to create two “wings” on 
either side of  your fingers. Bend a  
colorful pipe cleaner in half  and position 
the “v” of  the pipe cleaner in the middle 
of  your coffee filter and twist to secure. 
Curl the two ends of  the pipe cleaner  
into antennae.
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NAME: _______________________________________________________________________

COLOR WHEEL FUN
Use warm colors to color Pup and his friend, and cool 
colors to fill in a scene around them.

COOL      COOL 
 

   
 

 C
O

O
L

W
A

R
M

 
   

 
 W

ARM    WARM



WAKE UP, COLOR PUP Curriculum Guide Illustrations copyright © 2019 by Taia Morley. All rights reserved. This page may be photocopied for free distribution.

NAME: _______________________________________________________________________

RHYME TIME
The author of Wake Up, Color Pup uses rhyming words to tell the story. Hunt 
through the text to find pairs of words that rhyme. List them in the chart below. 
Think of one more word that rhymes with each pair of words you find in the story. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.K.2.A

RHYMING  
WORD  
#1

RHYMING  
WORD  
#2

ANOTHER WORD  
THAT RHYMES WITH  

#1 and #2
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NAME: _______________________________________________________________________

COLORFUL FRIENDS
Pup meets several friends over the course of his adventure 
outside. Draw a picture of each friend.

Yellow bird Orange butterfly

Red ladybug Purple dragonfly

Blue fish Green caterpillar
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NAME: _______________________________________________________________________

HUNT AND COUNT
How many times does each character appear in the illustrations in Wake Up, Color Pup? 
Look back through the story and make a tally mark for each animal you spot. Look 
carefully! Some animals appear more than once on a page.  
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.CC.B.4; CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.K.CC.C.6; CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.MD.C.4

Pup

Bird

Ladybug

Fish

Dragonfly

Butterfly

Caterpillar

ANIMAL TALLY MARKS NUMBER

Write two math statements that describe the information in your tally chart. You may 
want to use math words like: GREATER THAN, LESS THAN, EQUAL, THE MOST, or 
THE LEAST.


